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  PARKS AND RECREATION BOARD  
             Meeting Minutes 

                July 1, 2020 

Opening: 

A meeting of the Lebanon Parks and Recreation Board was held at 7:00 p.m. on 7-1-2020 at Harmon Park.  

The meeting was called to order by Jeff Napier. 

In Attendance: 

Jeff Napier, Janie Bicknell, Jane Davis, Scott Nash, Howard Harris, Barb Leitschuh, Lindsay Mescher, 

Adam Kwiecinski, Shawn Ford, and Casey Burdick  

A. Approval of June Minutes:  Motion to approve by Adam Kwiecinski, seconded by Scott Nash, 

approved by the board. 

B. Agenda:  

 

1. Responsible RestartOhio 

No real new news.  Nearly everything was extended until July 7th to allow the Governor’s office a 

little more time to assess conditions.  Contact sports are now allowed to have skills training, practices, 

and inter-team scrimmages, but they aren’t allowed to play other teams. The Playgrounds are open and 

we have added signage.  Restrooms are still closed until the cleaning frequency requirements are 

eased.   

 

2. Butterfly Release Event/Run 

The Garden Club is going to host a low-key event on August 8th where they are going to release 2 

boxes of 50 butterflies and not have any educational displays.  The event is still going to be recorded 

by the City and will be broadcast on Channel 6.  Jeff asked how much purchasing additional butterflies 

would cost to a make presentation of butterflies a little more impressive. Adam asked if the butterfly 

released would stay on site or if they move on.  Casey is getting answers to both of those questions. 

 

3. Miller Park Update 

There have been no programs for a while.  Casey tried to host a bioblitz but no one attended.  July 11th 

Casey is hosting a Volunteer Work Day because she has had a dozen or so individuals who have 

reached out as interested in volunteering.   

 Oktoberfest: The planning for this even is moving forward.  It will be on October 10th from 1-

9pm.  Casey would like to determine if the event will go on by September 1st.  That decision will be 

based on sponsorships and guidance from the Warren Co Health Dept. 

 The MEP Steering committee and Trustees are going to be selling engraved bricks as a 

fundraiser for the park.  Bricks will go on sale shortly.   

 Fundraising is focusing on building restrooms at the Park.  It sounds good that the Land & 

Water Conservation Grant will be available again next year.  Casey will be applying for that grant 

again for the restrooms. 
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4. Lebanon Bike Park Update 

Chad Irey is working on a concept plan, including a rough trail layout, brief description, and cost 

estimate, for the new acreage, that Casey hopes to have back by August.  It sounds like there might be 

NRAC funds made available for trail building later this year.  We will be applying for those funds. 

Casey hasn’t heard back from Dave Huff she will reach out one more time, then we might have 

to explore other options for getting the needed repairs done.   

The water spigot was broken and was fixed by the city’s water department.  The water is back 

on.   

The first trail work day of the year, we had 5 folks show up.  The main trails have been weed-

eated.  We have another trail work day scheduled for July 15th.   

We have more dirt coming to the park.  Some for regrading next to the entrance and more for 

working on the jumplines.  The dirt we are getting now is coming from the Colonial Park retention 

pond project.  It sounds like we have the opportunity to get more dirt from an expansion project at 

Newman’s Gaskets. 

 

5. Bike Park Upcoming Events 

*still planning on hosting the event if the large gathering restrictions are lifted. 

Here is the schedule to date: 

-Premier Health Bike Park Bash: Saturday, August 22nd, ~11am-7pm.  Big event/fundraiser.  Will 

have vendors, food, beer, riding events, bike demos, etc.  Casey spoke to Tommy Zula and he 

expressed interest in being part of the event if he is in town. 

-CX event: The City was contacted by a member of The Optimist’s XC club who wants to work 

with the City to find a way to host an XC event at the park.  The OVXC has cancelled their series 

for the year and XC riders are looking for options.  Casey was given the contact info of Spencer 

Hackett with CapCity XC, to see if they would be willing to help organize and host an event in 

mid-September.  Casey reached out to him today and is waiting to hear back.  Jeff and Scott 

expressed some concern regarding the CX event using some of the Mtn Bike trails because they 

CX folks like to ride in mud and they don’t want to see the trails damaged. 

 

6. Grant Projects-Lebanon-Countryside YMCA Phase 2: The route is under an environmental 

review currently and the City is working on getting easements. 

-Clean Ohio Trails Fund- Northern Bike Trail Extension: The City met with ChoiceOne 

Engineering to figure out the layout of the trail through the downtown.  It has changed from the 

original proposal to allow for safer or more comfortable route.  The route now goes west on 

South Street from Cherry St Café to the Electric Complex on Sycamore Street.  Then, north on 

Sycamore to Silver Street, west on Silver, north on Water Street.  There will be an off road route 

built on the west side of Sycamore as part of the Sycamore reconstruction project scheduled for 

2021.  Casey also met with Terracon to do an environmental assessment on the trail route behind 

Berry.  Everything looked good. 

  

7. Cedar City Park update 

Casey and Mickie have been working on selecting plants and Mickie has been working on finding the 

plants as well as dividing some of the extra plans from the Garden Club plantings. A big Thank You to 

Mickie and the other Garden Club members for their help.  Two more trees are going to be planted and 

a sign is being made.  Casey is also looking into getting new drainage installed to prevent the water 

from pooling. 
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8. Berry Park 

Work is starting this week.  Jane is interested in looking at the option of painting a mural on the stream 

retaining wall, now that it is going to be exposed. 

 

9. Tecumseh Trail  

Plans for replacement of playground equipment.  The City has budgeted $55k to replace the 

playground equipment on this site this year.  The updated Parks Master Plan shows new playground 

equipment, possibly regrading the site, adding a walking trail and access to the Dog Park from the 

south west.  Casey is providing two options for the board to review.  The Board looked over the 

options and chose the first option.   

 The Dog Park fence is being replaced currently.  It should be done later this week or beginning 

of the next at the latest.  Howard mentioned a need for shade at the Park.  Casey plans on adding trees 

to the outer perimeter of the fence.  

 

10. Soccer Contracts  

The contracts have been approved by Council and is in the 30-day comment period.  Once that is over, 

the contracts will be signed by the City Manager and recorded.  

 WCSC and CU are starting practices again for the fall.   

 

11. Park’s Master Plan 

Casey received the first four chapters of the Park’s Master Plan.  She has started proofreading the 

chapters.  She is going to meet with WCRPC soon to go over the corrections and to work on the cost 

estimates for proposed projects.  

 

12. New Park Activities 

Green Lotus is regularly offering Yoga in the Park at Bicentennial Park and occasionally at Miller 

Park. 

 

Two other items that didn’t make it on the agenda:  

-The three new benches with the attached pergola were made as part of a local Eagle Scout project that 

was originally intended for Turtlecreek Twp Parks.  They ended up not having a place for the benches 

and the City was contacted and we accepted them.  They seem to be very well constructed and are 

very attractive.  The tree benches have been placed at the Harmon Park playground, along the Bike 

Trail at the top of the hill behind Deerfield Crossing, and the other near the jumpline at the Bike Park. 

 

-The Harmon Tennis Courts on the west side of East St were put out to bid to repave, color coat, and 

replace the fence. Westside Paving won the bid and will start the project as soon as their schedule 

allows.  The project was expected to cost $112,000, but came in at $84,973.60. 

 

Next Meeting: Park Board meeting Wednesday, August 5th at 7:00 PM in the Harmon Park  

   

Submitted by Casey Burdick 
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